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General Overview
The table below summarizes each unit's title, time frame, standards, content focus, assessments, resources, and differentiation supports.
Unit Table 1
	Section
	Spring Unit 1
	Spring Unit 2
	Spring Unit 3
	Spring Unit 4

	Unit Name / Title
	Introduction To TOK
	Core Theme: Knowledge and the Knower
	Optional Theme: Knowledge and Technology
	Optional Theme: Knowledge and Indigenous Societies 

	Time Frame
	2 Weeks
	4 Weeks
	4 Weeks
	4 Weeks

	Standards
	The TOK curriculum is made up of three interconnected parts. 
The Core Theme: 
Knowledge and the Knower 
Optional themes: 
Students are required to study two optional themes from the following five options.
· Knowledge and technology
· Knowledge and language
· Knowledge and politics
· Knowledge and religion
· Knowledge and indigenous societies
Areas of knowledge: 
Students are required to study the following five areas of knowledge.
· History
· The human sciences
· The natural sciences
· The arts
· Mathematics
	Understand the core theme of TOK: Knowledge and the Knower. 
This theme provides an opportunity for students to reflect on themselves as knowers and thinkers, and on the different communities of knowers to which we belong.
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	Understand issues relating to the impact of technology on knowledge and knowers, and how technology helps and hinders our pursuit of knowledge.
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2

	Understand the impact of culture on what we believe or know and consider whether it is possible for ‘outsiders’ to know and understand knowledge held by a different cultural group specifically Indigenous Societies. 
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2

	Content Specific Resources
	Explanation of TOK/EE Bonus Points
Types of Knowledge 
Knowledge questions
Theories of Determining Truth
Justifying claims as true knowledge

	Personal vs. Shared Knowledge
Knowledge Communities
Metacognition
Internal and External Factors that Cause Bias

	The difference between small- and large-scale technology.
The role of history in the development of technology.
The way that social media can manipulate our understanding of knowledge.
The common ethical constructs that can be used to evaluate technology. 
	The difference between indigenous knowledge systems and more dominant knowledge systems.
The role of history of colonialism and external forces such as globalism have changed indigenous knowledge systems.
The ways in which indigenous ways of knowing have and can be used to solve current global social and environmental issues.
The common ethical constructs that can be used to protect the custodians of indigenous knowledge.

	Common Assessment / Performance Projects
	Writing Assignment: Justifying Knowledge Claims in the News
	Writing Assignment: Core Theme TOK Exhibition Commentary Practice
	Writing Assignment: Practice TOK Exhibition Commentary using KQs based on Knowledge and Technology
	Writing Assignment: Practice TOK Exhibition Commentary using KQs based on Knowledge and Indigenous Knowledge Systems


Unit Table 2
	Section
	TOK Internal Assessment
	Extended Essay

	Unit Name / Title
	TOK Exhibition
	Extended Essay in Choice Subject Area

	Time Frame
	4 Weeks (April-May)
	Ongoing During the Semester

	Standards
	A required assessment that is designed to allow the student to explore how TOK manifests in the world around us. 
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	Engage in independent research with intellectual initiative and rigor. Develop research, thinking, self-management, and communication skills. Reflect on what has been learned throughout the research and writing process.
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2

	Content Specific Resources
	The TOK Exhibition Rubric.
The requirements of the Exhibition.
What it looks like to complete the Exhibition at different levels of competence.
	The Research Process
Proper Citation
Source Criticism
Analyzing and Applying Research
Synthesizing Information
Using Research to Write a Clear and Coherent Argument
Exercising Self-Management Skills
Understanding Academic Honesty

	Common Assessment / Performance Projects
	Final TOK Internal Assessment: The TOK Exhibition
	Students will write a research paper in the subject area of their choice not to exceed 4,000 words.


Unit Table 2
	Section
	Fall Unit 5
	Fall Unit 6
	Fall Unit 7
	Fall Unit 8
	TOK External Assessment

	Unit Name / Title
	Knowledge and Natural and Human Sciences
	Knowledge and History
	Knowledge and the Arts
	Knowledge and Mathematics
	TOK Essay 

	Time Frame
	3 Weeks
	3 Weeks
	4 Weeks
	3 Weeks
	4 Weeks

	Standards
	Explore how Human Science and Natural Science are used as structures for the production and interpretation of knowledge. 
 
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	Explore how history involves exploration and inquiry into the past and that while it is heavily evidence-based, history is also an interpretive discipline that allows for multiple perspectives and opinions.
Literacy Standards: 
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	“The arts” is used in TOK to include a diverse range of disciplines such as visual arts, theatre, dance, music, film and literature. Explore how we ascribe meaning to works of art, or whether the intention of the artist is what determines meaning.
Literacy Standards:  
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	Explore the relationship between mathematics and the world around us. Understand that in some ways, mathematics can is quite abstract and detached from the real world, strongly focused on the application of reason rather than relying on experience and observation of the world.
Literacy Standards:   
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2
	All previous topics combined.

	Content Specific Resources
	Scope
The common understanding of what “science” is.
The basic similarities and differences between natural and human sciences.
How the ideas of precision, verification, and repetition are reflected in each type of science.
The sources of bias in scientific endeavors.
The ways in which ethics can be applied to scientific inquiry.
	Scope
What counts as history.
certainty in history
Comparison of certainty in history and natural science.
Perspective
Understanding the difference between objective history and interpreted history. 
Point of View vs. Multiperspectivity
Methods and Tools
Difference between historical research and historiography
textbooks as an example of partiality or impartiality 
ways to be more impartial in the study of history.
Ethics
Revisionist history and political motivations to change historical interpretation (Hungary & Russia)
Influence of regional culture and politics on textbooks in the U.S. 
	Scope
Limitations of art--how do we define art?
What counts as art?
Methods and Tools
Role of imagination and how it pairs with emotion and reason. 	
The influence of imagination, emotion and reason in two different art genres.
Is art ever truly unique?
Perspectives
Concepts of Beauty 
Intentionality of Art (life imitating art/art imitating life)
Ethics
Three different approaches to the connection between ethics and art.
The art itself
The artist
The public

	Scope
Thinking about math as a language 
Is math discovered or invented? The usefulness of math in the real world and its intersection with the other AOKs. 
Methods and Tools
The nature of proofs and then these three activities to illustrate the concept.
Compare and contrast mathematical reasoning vs. scientific reasoning.
Perspectives
Did things like the calculation of the area of a square exist before we “discovered” it? Are there mathematical truths that currently exist even though we don’t know about them yet?
The ways cultures have used math in history.	
Ethics
Focus on the extent to which global problems like hunger, housing, child mortality, etc. can be understood and solved through mathematics. 
Which additional AOKs might need to be integrated with math to find solutions?
	Providing a clear, coherent and critical expiration of an essay title provided by IBO.
Discussion that is linked to the title and the areas of knowledge.
Clear arguments that are coherent and supported by specific examples.
Provide the implications of the argument.
Clear awareness and evaluation of different points of view.
 
Literacy Standards:
L9-10RHSS6; L9-10RHSS8; L11-12WHST1; L11-12WHST2


	Common Assessment / Performance Projects
	Writing Assignment: 
Practice Essay that addresses a Knowledge Question relating to both AOKs.

	Individual Essay Assignment: Write an essay that addresses one of three prompts that are based on KQs.
Discuss this statement: It is impossible to know who we are without knowledge of the past.
Discuss this statement: It is unfair to judge the people and actions of the past by the standards of today.
Discuss this statement: Imagination is more important in history than in any other area of knowledge.
	Practice activities for the TOK Essay. 
“Art is a lie that brings us nearer to the truth” (Pablo Picasso). Evaluate this claim in relation to a specific art form (for example, visual arts, literature, theater) as well as another Area of Knowledge.
To what extent do we need evidence to support our beliefs in different areas of knowledge? Discuss this question with reference to the Arts and one other Area of Knowledge.
	Students will choose one of the following questions to explore and prepare a presentation: 
To what extent is progress harder to make in mathematics than in other areas of knowledge?
Discuss this statement: Mathematics is the only AOK that is unbiased.
To what extent is it possible to “experience” mathematics?

	Review of Exemplars & Rubric TOK Essay Outline TOK Essay Rough Draft TOK Essay Final Draft
Complete TOK PPF




Differentiation for Tiered Learners
Marietta City Schools teachers provide specific differentiation of learning experiences for all students. Details for differentiation for common learning experiences are included on the district unit planners.
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